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Press Release 

AllianzGI Hackathon in Hong Kong looks 
for artificial intelligence solutions to 
unlock asset value for clients 
 

– Inaugural Hackathon in Asia features top global startups working to customise AI solutions for AllianzGI 

– Demonstrates AllianzGI’s commitment as an active asset manager to applying new technology and AI to unlock 

and create value for clients 

 

Hong Kong: As one of the leading active asset managers, Allianz Global Investors (AllianzGI) is committed to incorporating 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and disruptive technology into its services to unlock asset value for clients. Its first Hackathon in Asia, 

taking place in Hong Kong from 9 to 11 July, has gathered some of the world’s top startups to develop customised AI solutions 

for the firm.  

 

AllianzGI has selected nine leading startups from around the world, including teams from Beijing, Hong Kong, India, London, 

New York, Paris, Poland, Shanghai and Uruguay. With assistance from AllianzGI’s investment and digital experts, during the 

event these teams will develop an AI solution to solve one of the three use cases outlined by AllianzGI, which cover distribution, 

investment, and risk respectively. The teams then presented their product prototypes to a jury panel of senior AllianzGI 

management. The jury has chosen one winning team for each use case; they are Squirro, Shannon AI and Tryolabs. Their 

winning solutions will be put into practice. 

 

Desmond Ng, Head of Asia Pacific at Allianz Global Investors, commented: 

“AllianzGI is committed to creating value for clients. We think AI and disruptive technology will radically change the asset 

management industry, with AI in particular likely to play a vital role in unlocking additional asset value for clients. We are keen 

to further enhance our AI platform with new approaches and strategies, and hosting hackathons is one way we can source 

solutions and build long-term partnerships with some of the world’s leading technology talents. Following the success of our 

first Hackathon in London last November, we have brought the model to Asia this year, signifying the importance of Asian 

markets to our business and underlining our efforts to help support the development of Fintech in Asia with support from 

government agencies.”  

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/allianz-global-investors?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_7475
https://twitter.com/AllianzGI_Media
https://www.youtube.com/user/internetteamagi
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Thorsten Heymann, Global Head of Strategy at Allianz Global Investors, added: 

“We strongly believe that the experience of investment experts can never be replaced by machines. But if we can add big data, 

AI and innovative solutions to their experience that will make for a very powerful combination, giving us more accurate 

investment analysis and better risk management. In organising this Hackathon, AllianzGI has brought together the world’s top 

technology talents and our own experts to work together on some truly outstanding solutions that will help us realise our aim of 

using technology to add value to our clients.” 
 

AllianzGI is dedicated to using technology in its investment processes. The firm began using quantitative strategies more than 

20 years ago, establishing Risklab to analyse investment risks more scientifically and to provide clients with risk management 

solutions. Currently, AllianzGI manages more than EUR 100 billion globally using quantitative strategies.  
 
 
Reference:  
Hackathon Details: 

Date: 9 to 11 July (for 48 hours) 

Topic: Distribution use case: using AI to empower client meeting preparations 

Investment use case: using AI to identify high-impact company news for Fixed Income 

Risk use case: using AI to recognise external loss events 

Prizes: One winning team for each use case 

The winning solutions will be implemented 

The Winning Teams: Distribution use case: Squirro 

Investment use case: Shannon AI 

Risk use case: Tryolabs 
 
To download photos: http://fingertips.hk/download/AGIHackathon_photos.zip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Caption: After a 48-hour competition between leading startup enterprises, Squirro, Shannon AI and Tryolabs have 
emerged as the winning teams of the AI Hackathon. The photo shows Mr. Desmond Ng, Head of Asia Pacific, Allianz Global 
Investors, with the winning teams. 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/allianz-global-investors?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_7475
https://twitter.com/AllianzGI_Media
https://www.youtube.com/user/internetteamagi
http://fingertips.hk/download/AGIHackathon_photos.zip
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Photo caption: Desmond Ng, Head of Asia Pacific at Allianz Global Investors, officiated at the launching ceremony of the 
AllianzGI AI Hackathon. The Hackathon was held in Hong Kong which is an important market to AllianzGI.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo caption: Leading start-ups gathered in Hong Kong for a 48-hour competition, running from 9 to 11 July 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Photo caption: Some of the world’s top start-ups get to work after the launching ceremony to come up with an AI solution within 
a very tight time frame. 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/allianz-global-investors?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_7475
https://twitter.com/AllianzGI_Media
https://www.youtube.com/user/internetteamagi


 

Active is: Allianz Global Investors 

 
 
For enquiries, please contact: 
Winnie Yeung +852 2238 8592 / winnie.yeung@allianzgi.com 
Angie Tang +852 2238 8588 / angie.tang@allianzgi.com 

 
About Allianz Global Investors 
 
Allianz Global Investors is a leading active asset manager with over 770 investment professionals* in 25 offices* worldwide and 
managing more than EUR 535 billion* in assets for individuals, families and institutions. 
 
Active is most important word in our vocabulary. Active is how we create and share value with clients. We believe in solving, not 
selling, and in adding value beyond pure economic gain. We invest for the long term, employing our innovative investment 
expertise and global resources. Our goal is to ensure a superior experience for our clients, wherever they are based and 
whatever their investment needs. 
 
Active is: Allianz Global Investors 
 
*Data as at 31 March 2019 

 
 
Investing involves risk. The value of an investment and the income from it will fluctuate and investors may not get back the principal invested. Past performance 
is not indicative of future performance. This is a marketing communication. It is for informational purposes only. This document does not constitute investment 
advice or a recommendation to buy, sell or hold any security and shall not be deemed an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy any security.  
The views and opinions expressed herein, which are subject to change without notice, are those of the issuer or its affiliated companies at the time of 
publication. Certain data used are derived from various sources believed to be reliable, but the accuracy or completeness of the data is not guaranteed and no 
liability is assumed for any direct or consequential losses arising from their use. The duplication, publication, extraction or transmission of the contents, 
irrespective of the form, is not permitted.  
This material has not been reviewed by any regulatory authorities. In mainland China, it is used only as supporting material to the offshore investment products 
offered by commercial banks under the Qualified Domestic Institutional Investors scheme pursuant to applicable rules and regulations. This communication's 
sole purpose is to inform and does not under any circumstance constitute promotion or publicity of Allianz Global Investors products and/or services in 
Colombia or to Colombian residents pursuant to part 4 of Decree 2555 of 2010. This communication does not in any way aim to directly or indirectly initiate the 
purchase of a product or the provision of a service offered by Allianz Global Investors. Via reception of his document, each resident in Colombia acknowledges 
and accepts to have contacted Allianz Global Investors via their own initiative and that the communication under no circumstances does not arise from any 
promotional or marketing activities carried out by Allianz Global Investors. Colombian residents accept that accessing any type of social network page of 
Allianz Global Investors is done under their own responsibility and initiative and are aware that they may access specific information on the products and 
services of Allianz Global Investors. This communication is strictly private and confidential and may not be reproduced. This communication does not constitute 
a public offer of securities in Colombia pursuant to the public offer regulation set forth in Decree 2555 of 2010. This communication and the information 
provided herein should not be considered a solicitation or an offer by Allianz Global Investors or its affiliates to provide any financial products in Panama, Peru, 
and Uruguay.  
This document is being distributed by the following Allianz Global Investors companies: Allianz Global Investors U.S. LLC, an investment adviser registered with 
the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission; Allianz Global Investors Distributors LLC, distributor registered with FINRA, is affiliated with Allianz Global 
Investors U.S. LLC; Allianz Global Investors GmbH, an investment company in Germany, authorized by the German Bundesanstalt für 
Finanzdienstleistungsaufsicht (BaFin); Allianz Global Investors (Schweiz) AG, licensed by FINMA (www.finma.ch) for distribution and by OAKBV 
(Oberaufsichtskommission berufliche Vorsorge) for asset management related to occupational pensions in Switzerland; Allianz Global Investors Asia Pacific 
Ltd., licensed by the Hong Kong Securities and Futures Commission; Allianz Global Investors Singapore Ltd., regulated by the Monetary Authority of Singapore 
[Company Registration No. 199907169Z]; Allianz Global Investors Japan Co., Ltd., registered in Japan as a Financial Instruments Business Operator [Registered 
No. The Director of Kanto Local Finance Bureau (Financial Instruments Business Operator), No. 424, Member of Japan Investment Advisers Association and 
Investment Trust Association, Japan];and Allianz Global Investors Taiwan Ltd., licensed by Financial Supervisory Commission in Taiwan. 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/allianz-global-investors?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_7475
https://twitter.com/AllianzGI_Media
https://www.youtube.com/user/internetteamagi
mailto:winnie.yeung@allianzgi.com
mailto:angie.tang@allianzgi.com

	AllianzGI Hackathon in Hong Kong looks for artificial intelligence solutions to unlock asset value for clients
	For enquiries, please contact:
	About Allianz Global Investors


